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Abstract 

LatrGiL"*GyltnhTVnTLearh1"8 777" suPrageneric classification by 

“ txszsSii sitz -s 
ami y group names proposed for Coleoptera before 1816 is presented. * 

Introduction 

Tn *n Intf™atlonal Code of Zoological Nomenclature adopted by the XV 

R n u3 uC°ngreSS °f Zoology (London, 1961), the Principle of>rioritv 

Extended toT bl6n C°nfined t0 nameS °f the genuS' and sPccies-groups! 
of this nrincfnle to S!iyigr°UP nam6S' F°rtunately- although the application 

P ^ family-group names had not been mandatorv it had hppn 
apphed commonly f°r many years previously, in most groups 7animals 

There is no reference which will enable the earliest use of every family 

cannotnhme r ^°le°ptera to be determined quickly. Even the Junk Catalogue 
cannot be relied on to quote the earliest use of a name as such. In many cafes 
the earliest reference appears to refer to the first use of the name to denote a 
taxon including approximately the same range of subordinate taxa as recoir 
nised in the appropriate part of the cataloguf. Thus the eferef cff are fften 
taxonomic rather than nomenclatorial. reierences are olten 

The most useful reference work for usage of family-group names of insects 
m general is Handlirsch (1925). The section on Colefptera coffins a few 
errors and omissions, and the publication is not generally available at least in 

CraSfeyfifeP1798ng vT™!; ^dlirsch <1925- 676) referred to Rhynchophori 
,, ’ 1^8’.wblcb Predates Curculiomtes Latreille [18021. Fortunately 

genericCenfmealrr f 7 °,°k Sh°WS that Ws “Rhynchophori” is not based on a 
RhZ h (included genera being Cossonus, Calendra, Cionus 
Rhynchaeniis Curcuho, Rhamphus, Rhinomacer, Platyrhinus, Attelabus 

nthribiis, and curiously but not surprisingly, Mycterus). 

and daetenfoyrfemnalIy aVailable workAon Coleoptera which quotes authorship 
suffers fmm far"lly-grouP names 18 Arnett (1963). Unfortunately this book 

freouentlv Hn» Sam<; faults as the Junk Catalogue (i.e., the citation 
frequently does not refer to the earliest use of the family-group name in 

butfnanv 7°lf of, th,e ,earliest famdy names are attributed t^Le^h (1815) 
many of them had been used 13 years earlier by Latreille [18021. 

for rf]LS after '?0rk was the first in which suprageneric family-group names 
Coleoptera, based on generic names, and not merely plural nouns referring 

of VoXmTsfwfefh113’ 7re U? 7 <C°de’Artide 11 *e»' The year of publicatiof 
(i e Ypar in f th c°ntai£sJ;he secLon on Coleoptera) is quoted as “AN X” 

809 tnifi 1° / hu Ff0nCh Revolution)- extended from 22 September 
1802 to 16 September 1803 (with 5 additional festival days), but according to 
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Horn & Schenkling (1928-9), vol. 3 was published in 1802. Latreille’s work laid 
the foundations of the higher classification of Coleoptera, and deserves muc 
more attention from Coleopterists than it has usually received. Gyllenhal s 
and Leach’s publications also made substantial contributions in this held. 

In the following list, every family-group name used for Coleoptera up to 
and including Leach (1815) is noted, with the ending appropriate to its usually 
recognised rank today. Later usage is nearly always recorded in the Junk 
Catalogue. In the interests of brevity, some arbitrary decisions have been 
taken regarding rank (e.g., some of the subfamilies of Chrysomelidae are 
frequently treated as families). As all categories are co-ordinate, any iami y- 
group name can be given potentially any rank between superfamily and tribe, 
but for the purposes of this list, superfamilies have been ignored. 

The application of the Principle of Priority to family-group names in 
Coleoptera will upset few established family-group names. The names 
Cantharoidea Latreille [1802] and Cantharidae, based on a misidentified type 
genus (Cantharis Muller, 1764 non Linnaeus, 1758 = Lytta Fabncius, 1775), 
should not have been used in the sense of the Junk Catalogue, Crowson (1955), 
and others for an entirely different group, for which the names Telephoroidea 
Leach, 1815 and Telephoridae have priority. As Telephorus Schaeller, 
1766 = Cantharis Linnaeus, 1758, and the names Cantharoidea an 
Cantharidae sensu Crowson appear to have won wide acceptance, yet another 
name change is not desirable, and a specialist on the group should refer the 

case to the Commission. „ . . , ,, 
The family usually now known as Meloidae Gyllenhal, 1810, actually 

should be known as Horiidae Latreille [1802]. This also should be referred to 
the International Commission. . 

The family Bostrichidae frequently has been spelled Bostrychidae, but this 
latter spelling is wrong. The type genus is Bostrichus Muller, 1764 and sub¬ 

sequent emendations are “unjustified”. 

LIST OF FAMILY-GROUP NAMES 
OF COLEOPTERA BEFORE 1816 

Current Name 

Aphodiinae 

Blaptini 
Bostrichidae 

Bruchidae 
Buprestidae 
Byrrhidae 
Cantharidae 
Carabidae 
Cassidinae 
Cebrionidae 
Cerambycidae 
Cercomatinae 
Cetoniinae 
Chrysomelidae 
ClCINDELINAE 

ClSTELIDAE 
Clavigerinae 

Family or Synonymy First Use as Family-Group Name 

SCARABAEIDAE 
Tenebrionidae 

Meloidae 

Chrysomelidae 

Meloidae 
SCARABAEIDAE 

Carabidae 
Alleculidae 
PSELAPHIDAE 

Aphodida Leach, 1815:97 
Blapsida Leach, 1815:101 
Bostrichini Latreille [1802]: 202 
Bruchelae Latreille [1802]: 192 
Buprestides Leach, 1815:85 
Byrrhii Latreille, 1806:239 
Cantharidiae Latreille [1802]: 185 
Carabici Latreille [1802]:80 
Cassidiae Gyllenhal, 1813:434 
Cebrionates Latreille [1802]:97 
Cerambycini Latreille [ 1802]:211 
Cercomatida Leach, 1815:105 
Cetonida Leach, 1815:99 
Chrysomelinae Latreille [1802]:220 
Cicindeletae Latreille [1802]:77 
Cisteleniae Latreille [1802]: 188 
Clavigerides Leach, 1815:177 
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Cleridae 

COCCINELLIDAE 

COPRINI SCARABAEIDAE 

COSSYPHINAE TENEBRIONIDAE 

Criocerinae Chrysomelidae 

Cryptocephalinae Chrysomelidae 

CUCUJIDAE 

CURCULIONIDAE 

Dermestidae 

Diaperinae 

Dytiscidae 

Elaphrinae 

Elateridae 

Endomychidae 

Erotylidae 

Galerucinae 

Geotrupidae 

Graphipterini 

Gyrinidae 

Helophorinae 

Helopini 

Hispinae 

Histeridae 

Horiinae 

Hydrophilidae 

Ipidae 

Lemini 

Lepturinae 

Lucanidae 

Megalopodinae 

Megatominae 

Melandryidae 

Meloidae 

Melyridae 

Micropeplinae 

Mordellidae 

Mycetophagidae 

Nemosomatinae 

Nitidulidae 

Oedemeridae 

Passalidae 

Paussidae 

Peltidae 

Phalacridae 

PlMELIINAE 

Prioninae 

PsELAPHIDAE 

Ptinidae 

Pyrochroidae 

Sagrinae 

Salpingidae 

SCAPHIDIIDAE 

SCARABAEIDAE 

SCOLYTIDAE 

ScYDMAENIDAE 

SlLPHIDAE 

Sphaeridiinae 

Tenebrionidae 

Carabidae 

Chrysomelidae 

Carabidae 

Hydrophilidae 

Tenebrionidae 

Chrysomelidae 

Meloidae 

SCOLYTIDAE 

Chrysomelidae 

Cerambycidae 

Chrysomelidae 

Dermestidae 

Staphylinidae 

Trogossitidae 

Tenebrionidae 

Cerambycidae 

Chrysomelidae 

Ipidae 

Hydrophilidae 

Clerii Latreille [1802]: 110 

Coccinellidae Latreille, 1807:3:70 
Coprides Leach, 1815:96 

Cossyphores Latreille [1802]: 164 
Criocerides Latreille, 1807:3:43 

Cryptocephaloideae Gyllenhal, 1813:582 
Cucujipes Latreille [1802]:210 

Curculionites Latreille [1802]: 195 
Dermestini Latreille, 1807:2:3 

Diaperialae Latreille [1802]: 161 
Dyticides Leach, 1815:84 
Elaphrii Latreille [1802]: 81 
Elaterides Leach, 1815:85 

Endomychides Leach, 1815:116 
Erotilenae Latreille [1802]:233 
Galerucae Latreille [1802]:228 
Geotrupini Latreille [1802]: 142 

Graphipterides Latreille [1802]:83 
Gyrinites Latreille, 1810:141 

Helopherida (sic) Leach, 1815:95 
Helopii Latreille [1802]: 176 

Hispoideae Gyllenhal, 1813:448 
Histeroides Gyllenhal, 1808:74 
Horiales Latreille [1802]: 182 

Hydrophilii Latreille [1802]: 136 
Ipsides Latreille 1807:2:19 

Lemoideae Gyllenhal, 1813:632 
Lepturetae Latreille [1802]:218 

Lucanides Latreille, 1806:1:241 
Megalopides Latreille [1802]:227 
Megatomida Leach, 1815:94 
Melandryida Leach, 1815:104 
Melooides Gyllenhal, 1810:481 
Melyrides Leach, 1815:87 

Micropeplida Leach, 1815:90 

Mordellonae Latreille [1802]: 183 
Mycetophagides Leach, 1815:110 
Nemosomida Leach, 1815:110 
Nitidulariae Latreille [1802]: 131 
Oedemerites Latreille, 1810:216 
Passalida Leach, 1815:100 

Paussili Latreille, 1807:2:234 
Peltides Latreille, 1807:2:8 
Phalacrurida Leach, 1815:116 
Pimeliariae Latreille [1802]: 166 
Prionii Latreille [1802]:212 

Pselaphii Latreille [1802]:239 
Ptiniores Latreille [1802]: 112 

Pyrochroides Latreille, 1807:141 
Sagrida Leach, 1815:113 

Salpingides Leach, 1815:106 

Scaphidilia Latreille, 1807:2:3 
Scarabaeides Latreille [1802]: 144 
Scolitarii Latreille, 1807:2:273 
Scydmaenides Leach, 1815:92 
Silphales Latreille, 1807:2:1 

Sphaeridiota Latreille [1802]: 135 
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Staphyliniae Latreille [1802]: 124 

Cantharidae Telephorides Leach, 1815:85 

sensu Crowson 
Tenebrionites Latreille [1802]: 165 

Cleridae Tillides Leach, 1815:87 
Trogossitarii Latreille [1802]: 159 
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